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Cast of Characters

M . Put nam 40' s

Lesli e: 40' s

Pl ace
M. Putnams Ofice

Ti ne
1 PM



2.

Setting: The play takes place inside the small office of M. Robert
E.L. Putnam A giant desk filled with scattered papers and fol ders
sits two feet high, center stage. The place hasn't been renovated
since its original inception twenty years prior

At Rise: The play opens with M. Putnamsitting at his desk, trying
to look Iike he's tidying up when Leslie enters the doorfrane.



Leslie doesn't knock. She stands inside the

doorfrane.
M. Putnam notices her and stares at her
before —
MR. PUTNAM ...Ch yes, cone in Leslie, cone in, cone in.

Leslie enters with hesitation.
Do sit down, please, right...
Ankwar d pause.

"' m sonmewhat relieved that you asked to see ne. (Pause.) How are
you doing today? |s today a fine day for you?

LESLIE: Today's a fine day...not for ne.

MR. PUTNAM  Par don?

LESLIE: | believe it's a fine day for all of us. But then again,
what exactly makes a fine day? And does that fine day apply itself
to animal s? Do you think animls know the difference between a fine
day and a not so fine day? What about us?

MR PUTNAM  Us?

LESLI E:  Humans. ..

MR. PUTNAM  Ch, humans?

LESLIE: Some of us aren't tuned in enough to know the difference
between a fine day or a | ousy day. And sonetinmes there can be a very
fine day, the finest day but it gets smashed to smthereens from sone
rul e that accuses it of doing sonething mnutely wong. What's the
ratio on that?

MR. PUTNAM Ratio?

LESLIE: Between a fine day and a | ousy day.

MR. PUTNAM Uh -

LESLIE: Sixty-forty? Seventy-thirty? Ei ghty-twenty? You ask a
difficult question, M. Putnam

MR PUINAM | see...well, | wasn't trying...uh...well, how are you
keeping Leslie? Are you doing okay?



LESLI E: (Laughs.) How does a person do okay? What a strange
question. Isn't that a strange question in the literal sense? For
all our sophistication with |language, we are still quite a ways off
bef ore we conmuni cate the strength of our ideas..don't you think?
I"mfine. There's that word again. Fine, fine, fine, all because
I"mhaving a fine, fine, fine day...M. Putnam

MR. PUTNAM  Yes?

LESLIE:  Huh?

MR. PUTNAM  You said ny nane just then.

LESLIE: You weren't really listening to me, were you M. Putnanf
MR PUINAM No, I'mlistening, I'm I'mvery carefully |istening
Leslie, but uh, I"mnot entirely certain as to, ah, as to what, uh,
I"mnot really sure | follow you...conpletely.

LESLIE: Mst people don't. (Beat — she bursts out |aughing.)

M. Putnam | aughs uneasily at first but then
joins in on the hysterics.

MR PUTNAM (Warmy.) |It's okay.

LESLI E:  Yes.

MR. PUTNAM  You're okay.

LESLI E:  Yes.

MR. PUTNMA: Good, good...ah...Leslie.

LESLIE: Yes?

MR. PUTNAM What did you need to see ne about?
LESLIE: (Beat.) | need tine off.

MR. PUTNAM ...Ch, good! (Smling brightly.) That's good. That's
a good thing to do, Leslie.

LESLIE: It is?

MR. PUTNAM  Sure!

LESLI E: Wy do you think it's a good idea for ne to take tinme off?
I nean, | know why | need tinme but | never told you why | need the
time...why do you think I need the tinme?

MR. PUTNAM Wiy do | think you need the tinme?



LESLIE: O f!

MR. PUINAM O f, right. Because you asked.
LESLIE: | did.

MR. PUTNAM Yes, you did.

LESLIE: | definitely did.

MR. PUTNAM ...How nuch tinme would you |ike?
LESLIE: Two weeks, four days, four hours.

MR. PUTNAM  Oh.

LESLIE: 1'd |ike to conme back on a half day.
MR. PUTNAM That works! (Smles.)

LESLI E:  Wonderful!

MR. PUTNAM  Wonder ful !

LESLIE:  And you?

MR, PUTNAM  Me?

LESLIE: Are you relieved?

MR. PUTNAM Relieved?

LESLIE: When | first stepped foot in here you said and | quote, “I'm

somewhat relieved that you asked to see ne.” And | was wondering if
you were still relieved?

MR. PUTNAM Ch! Well, let me explain. | wshed to see you
al so..today, in fact..l was going to call you in to ny office after
l unch, well, to see if you had a nonment to talk.

Ankwar d pause.
Soneti mes a person has sonething planned out Leslie but in the final
hour sonething el se happens and the original plans change...a person
can still go forward with the original idea, plan that is, but there
are tinmes when one isn't certain which way to go.
LESLI E: Are you uncertain, M. Putnanf
MR. PUTNMAN: Umm yes, yes | believe | am -

LESLI E: About ne?



MR. PUTNMAN:  Pardon?
LESLI E: Are you uncertain about ne?
MR. PUTNVAN:  Well. Perhaps it's not, well, there is not nuch else —

LESLIE: You are a good man, M. Putnam There is no need to worry
in what you wish to communicate. W are alike, in the sense that I,
i ke you, amnot drawn fromthe weak, |I'mnot anong those who take

pl easure in seeing soneone fret. You are sitting very uneasily in
your chair. Shifting your whole body fromone position to another.
You' ve noved your arns about, crossed your |egs tw ce, slouched a few
times, but have yet to sit firmy, confidently |ike you usually do.
This isn't your usual nature, only when there's sonething wong, you
tend to sit awkwardly, as such. | hope you do not take offense, |I'm
stating ny opinion based on ny observational history.

I have been working here for many years now. You've al ways been so

kind to me. As | was saying, |I'mnot one of those people who take
pl easure in another's distress. |'mnot fond of those people.
usually junp right in to spare another fromhumliation. | think

it's on account of conpassion or hope that one day soneone will throw
me a lifeline before I drown. Wo knows, right? Karna.

MR PUTNAM Was | -
LESLIE:  You were.
MR, PUTNAM  Sorry.

LESLIE: No need to apol ogi ze, least of all to ne. | understand,
honestly I do. Whatever it is your struggling to tell nme, | want you
to know that it's best you just come out and say it. No matter how
horrible or terrible it may be to you, | can take it. |'mtough.

You know t hat about nme, don't you?

MR. PUTNAM | do. | nost certainly do, Leslie.

LESLIE: |'m tough.

MR. PUTNAM  You are, dear.
M . Putnam hands Leslie a cl eanex.
Leslie takes the tissue to her eyes.
LESLIE: |'mready.
MR. PUTNAM  Ready?
LESLIE: Go ahead.
MR. PUTNAM Leslie, I'"'mquite fond of —



Leslie takes in a deep breath and holds it with
her cheeks puffed out.

MR. PUTNAM (cont'd): Leslie?

Leslie gives M. Putnama nod of affirmation to
conti nue.

Unh...right...that's making ne a bit, um..

Leslie refutes M. Putnam s words and
gestures for himto continue.

(Nervously.) | originally asked you, WANTED to ask you in here on

account of, of, of, of...uh, | wanted to know if you were doing well.
That's all, | only wished to see for nyself if, ah, if you
ah...Leslie, LESLIE, please don't hold your breath. Your face is
changing color and I —you are nmaking nme a bit nervous, actually.

Leslie? Leslie?? LESLIE, do you hear ne?
Leslie al nost runs out of breath. She breathes heavily.
Leslie begins to recover. Her face fills wth sadness.
LESLIE: (Distant.) | amgrateful for your honesty, M. Putnam
MR. PUTNAM (Tries to talk but nothing cones out.)

LESLI E: Perhaps | should | eave today? I1'll finish out the clock and
then...gather ny things and go?

MR. PUTNAM Yes, yes you nay.
Leslie stands up.

LESLIE: It's been a very long tinme since | have taken this |arge
amount of time off.

MR. PUTNAM | believe it has been.

LESLIE: Well. It should be a good thing then. Thank you..
Leslie hugs M. Putnam who seens defl at ed.

I will be back in exactly two weeks, four days, four hours.

Leslie kisses M. Purnamon the cheek and
| eaves the office.

M. Putnam gathers his thoughts.

Li ghts out.
END CF PLAY



